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AMKNDMENTS TO THE CI.AIMS 



This listing of claims replaces all prior veraions, and listings, of claims in tho application: 
Listing of Clairtis; 

l-IO. (Cancelled) 

11. (Currcitlly Aiiicndoa) An apparatus for positioning a closure device within a 
pnssagc, comprising: 

im olonyato member contprising a proximal end, a distal end, and a lumen extcndintj 
between the proximal nn«l disltil ends defining a longitudinal axis; 

a clip deiivciabic from the elongate member for sealing the passage; and 
a scleclivcly cxpandnblc locator member extending through the lumen, the locator 
member comprising a distal portion extending distally beyond the distal end of the elongate 
nieml>cr, llic dlsla! portion coinprising an elongate dotlectablc clement comprising a holicii llY 
S10inilwjiUjaUJ'lHlLOgJj£tvyecij, a proximal end and a distal end, and a control element coupled to 
Iho deflectable olemcni. llw control element being movable axially for causing an intermediate 
poviiiin of the dcnecliible clcincnl to bucklo substantially transversely with respect to the 
longididitial axis. 



1 2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein Ihe-deflectaWe-dement 
i?&f¥fimses-a-helicrtlly- woiMul.-w>t-e-^xt«H4ing^^n -the-^ 

liedeelfthle 6lemt>ttH-oiHl whefei»i'thc control umabev clernguLcompiiscs a tethei- extending along 
an outer .';urface of at Uixst Ihc inlemicdiate portion of the helically wound wire. 
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13. (Pioviously Pfcscnlcd) The apparatus of claim 12. wherein the intermediaio 
porlion of Ihc doflcolnbic element lias a cross-section in its buckled configuration that is larger 
than a cross-s<jclion of the distal port. 



14. (Previously ProKcntcd) The apparatus of claim 11, further comprising an actuator 
on a proximal ciui of the cloitgale mcjnbcr, the actuator coupled to the locator member* the 

i 

acUintor configured for moving the control clcmcnl pvoximally for buckling Ihe intermediate 
portion of the ricllcctablc clcmciU. 



15, (Previously Prcsciitecl) The apparatus of claim 11, wherein tiic elongate jncmbcr 
ond the sclcclivcly cxpaiulablc locator member comprise cooperating detents for substantially 
sccviing llic sclccJivcly expandable locator member axially with respect to the elongate member 

■ 

when Ihc scleclivcly expandable locator member is fully inserted into the elongate mcmbei\ 



1 6. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , further comprising a housing 
slidnhiy disposed on an exterior of tho elongate member, the housing configured for rcleasably 
holding the clip, (ho housing being acluabic for advancing the clip distally towanls the distal end 
of the oionjiate member for deploying the clip. 



17-?,(). (Cnnccllcd) 
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21, (Original) An apparaliis for dcUveJiing a closure element into a passage 
coiiinuinicating wiUi an 0|>cning into a body liiiDcn, comprising: 
m elongate mgmbcr comprising proximal and distal ends; 

a bousing slidably coupled to Ihc elongate member, the housing configured for relcasably 
lidding a closure: device; 

a locaior member coupled to Die elongate member, the locator mcn>ber having a distal 
])Oilion cxtcndiiii; dislally beyond the distal end of the elongate member, the distal portion 
(;omi>risiiijj helically wound wire comprising a proximal end, a distal end, and an intemiediate 
ponJon tlierebetwccii, im<l a cojilrol clement coupled to the distal end of tho helically wound 
^viic, tho control clonit^nt being jnovabic axially for causing the intermediate portion of the 
helically woucul wire to buckle substanlially transversely with respect to the longitudin^d axis. 



22, (OWgJnai) The apparalus of claim 21, wherein the control clement comprises a 
tclhcr extending nlojig nn ouicr surface of at least the intermediate portion of the l^elically wound 



wn'c. 



23. (Original) Tl^c appamtus of claim 21, wherein the elongate member and the 
locjitor member include cooperating detents for substantially securing the locator member axially 
with respect 10 lh<? elongntc njombcr. 



24. (Originnl) The apparatus of claim 21, further comprising an actuator coupled to 
ibf.! housing, Uio 'iiciuntor conngnrcil for advancing Uiu housing ctislally to deploy a closure 
, clciiioiu (hcrefrorij. 



« ♦ » 
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25. (Original) The apparatus nf claim 21, fiuthcr comprising a closure element 
locaicd wiihin Ihe housioi^. 



26. (OiiKinnl) I hc apparalus of claim 25, wherein the closure element comprises a 

clip. 
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27. (C:uri-ently Amended) A method for sealing a passage communicating with 3 
body himcn using an elongate nicmbcr comprising proximal and distal ends, and a closure 
clomcnt dcploy£iblo from the distal end of the elongate member, the method comprising: 

providing a selectively cxjjandahlc locator member coiqjled to the clongato member such 
\h\\{ a distnl porlion of ihc locator member extends distally bcyotid Ihe distal end of tlie elongate 
UK'mher; 

advancing the distal end of the elongate member through a patient's skin towards Iho. 
body lumen via ihc passage until the distal portion of the locator member is located within the 
body lumen; 

buckling a donectablc clement on the dislal portion of the selectively expandable locator 
nHnd>or from an axisd collapsed configuration to a transverse expanded configuration, the 
iliSJ3>?fitiiblei^cjitj:m^ wou nd wire extending between a proximal eq d ajuU 

« 

audi 

niaiiipulalins Uio elongate member until ihc deflectable element in the cxpandwl 
co»figi)i ation conUicts a pi-oxiirial wall of the body lumen, thereby providing a lAclilc indication 

t 

of a location of Ihc distal cud of the elongate member relative to the body lumen; and 

dcployiiig the closure element from the distal end of the elongate member within the 
])as$agc. 

28. (I'rcviously Prcst-ntetl) i hc method of claim 27, further comprising withdrawing 
the double member and the selectively expandable locator member from the passage, leaving 
Iho closure clcmun ip substimiinlly close the opening. 

t 

■ 

I 
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29. (Oiigionl) Tho moihod of claim 27, wherein the elongate member comprises an 
inlioducer shaitb, arnl wherein ib© method further comprises introducing one or more 
inslrnmcnts throng]) the hiinen of Iho slicith into tho body himen prior to performing the steps of 
cliiii'i) 23. 



30. (Oi igina!) The mcthoU of claim 29. further comprising performing a diagnostic or 
tlicrapcutic procedure using the one or more instruments at a location accessed via the body 
Jumcn prior tt^ pcrfonnii^g the f.leps of claim 29. 



31 . (Oiioinal) llio xmihod of claim 27, wherein the body lumen comprises a blootl 
vessel, and wherein the procedure comprises at least one of angioplasty, atherectomy, stent 
ilelivering, delivery ofa therapeutic agent, and tissue ablation. 



32. (Qirrcnlly Amended) The method of claim 27, wherein the-detl«efeiW6 eteffltsnt 
C6nipris<w-a-lielicnay- wound -wrer^ind whe the buckling step comprises directing a control 
member coupled to a disial end of the helically wound wire proximally. 



33.37. (Cancelled) 



38. (Oriainal) The method of claim 27, wherein the deploying step comprises 
advancing a housing dislally along an exterior of the elongate member, the housing having the 
i' clo.'Jurc <lcvice » Iclachnhly held thereto. 
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39. (Oi jgiiKil) The mclhod of claim 38, wherein the housing is movable between a 
pro,<imnl posilion rihI a distal position, the distal position being a pre<Jctemiincd distance froin 
llio (Icilcctablc clement in its expanded con figuration. 



. i 
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40. (CiirrciUly Amended) A method for sealing a passage communicating with a 

■ 

body huncn usiiiB a tubular member comprising proximal Jind distal ends and a lumen extending 
llK'rcl)Ctwcon, and a closure clement deployable from the distal end of the tubular member, the 
mc(h<xl con»pri55ing: 

advancing the dlsUil end of the tubular member through a patient's skin into the pa^ssagc 
lo'uVisrds the body lumcu; 

iulroducing a solcctivoly expandable locator member into the lumen of the tubular 
member until n lihiwl portion of tlic locator member extends beyond the distal end of the tubuUir 
jncjriber; 

buckling a dedcctJiblc element of the distal portion of the selectively expandable locator 
member from a collapsed con nguration to a transversely expanded con li gm-ation within tlie body 
]unK^l)Jlic^a?ijb]e.cL^^^ wound wire extending between a p roxiiijgl 

manipulnling the tubular member irntil the deflectable element in the expanded condition 
contjicts a proximal wall of the body lumen, thereby providing a tactile indication of a location of 
: Iho distol end of the tnhular member relative to the body lumen; and 

■ 

dcjjioying Uic closure device from Ihc distal end of Die tubular member within the 

41. (P/cviously Presented) The method of claim 40, wherein the selectively 
extnindnblc locator member is introduced into the lumen of the tubular member before the distal 
■ umi of the tubular nicnibor is advanced into the passage such that the distal portion of the 

* 

I 

• I 
I 
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sclcclively cxpandnblc locator member is advanced through ihe passage into lUe body lumen as 
Iha distal end of Uic UibiikiriDcmbcr is located into the passage. 



42. (Previously Presented) Tiie method of claim 40, whci-cin the selectively 
cxpoiidjiblc locfUor jiiember is introduced into the lumen of the tubular member aQer tlio distal 
end ot lhc lubulnr member is advanced into the passage. 



43-45. (Cancelled) 



46. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27. ^vherein the deploying stop 
comprises advancing a housing dislally along an exterior of the elongate member, the housing 
having tlie closure clcmcni delachably held thereto. 
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47. (Cun-cntly Amended) A method for scaling a passage communicaling with a 
hoily lurncHj the mclhoU cx>niprisinfi: 

iiilroducing a sclcclively expandable locator member into the passage until a distal 
portion oFthc selectively exp^andabla locator member extends into the body Uimen; 

buckling si deflectable elemcjit on the distal portion of the selectively expandable locator 
jucmbcr fioni a collap.<JCd configuration lo a transversely expanded configuration within the body 
lunicn,.thc_dcn£clabjp,c^^ wire exle n ding betwee n a pjY^imnl 

en* I anil u distal end: 

irmnipulutins (he sclfclivcly expandable lociUor member until the deflectable clement in 
llic cxpamlctl coiuliijon contrncts a proximal wall of the body himen; and 

aavanciny a clip having tiucs which extend substanlially axially and dislally along Ihe 
polcclivcly expandable locator member imlil the clip is disposed at a predetermined location 
vckidvc lo tl)c distal portion of the locator member; 

reluming the distal portion of the selectively expandable locator member from the 
espaiulctl condition to ilic collnpscd configitration; and 

witlidrnwing the locator number from the passage, leaving the clip in the passage. 



48. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 47, wherein the step o f introducing 
(he solootively cxpandal)lc locator member conjpriscs: 

disposiot; a tubular member through a patient's skin into the passage imtil a distal end of 
the tubular member is disposed projjimatc the body lumen; 
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liUroducing Uio selectively expandable locator member mlo a lumen of the tubulfir 
member until tlio dislnl poition of the locator member extends beyond the distal end of the 
liibulnr member into the body lumen. 



49. (Origijial) The mctliod ol" claim 48, further comprising withdrawing the tubular 
member from Iho pass?^ge before odviinciiig a clip into the passage. 



50. (Original) Tho niciiiod of claim 48, further comprising introducing one or more 



infilriimcnts ihrongh the Inmcn of llic tubular member into the body lumen prior lo perfi 
the steps of claim 47. 



omiing 



5 1 . (Previously Prtiscntcd) The mctliod of claim 47, wherein Ihc step of advancing a 
ollp comprises advancing an clongme member having the clip thereon into the passage over tho 
selectively expandable locator member, and wherein tho meUiod further compri.scs deploying the 
c|ij» from the elongate member at llic predetermined location. 



52-53, (Omccllcd) 



54. (Previously Presented) Tlie method of claim 51. wherein the selectively 
expandable locator mcnibcr and the elongate member comprise cooperating elements for 
idctitifying whcJi the closure device rcfichcs the predetermined location. 
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55. (Picviously Prcscnioil) The mcUiod of claim 54. wherein the cooperaling 
eU'iJients uomp/isc n marker on iho selectively expandable locator member having a 
predetermined rel;ilionship with the distal portion of the selectively expandable locator member. 



56. (I>rcvioiisly Presented) The method of claim 5 1 , wherein the step of advancing a 
flip comprises fldvancing n bousing along the elongate member until the clip reaches ihc 
pivdelennincd location, 



57-59. (Cnnccllcd) 



60. (Previously Presented) Thu method of claim 27, wherein tlic closure element 
comprises a generally aonul.u clip having tines which extend substantially axially and distally 
carried on an exterior of the elongate member, and wherein the deploying step comprises 
jidvnncing the clip towards the distal cud of the elongate member until tines of the clip penetrate 
(i.^.<iiio adjacent Ihc body lumen. 



61 . (PrcvioiLsly Prescaictl) 1 he method of claim 60. wherein the deflectable elcmoiU 
in coliapscil during the deployment step. 



62. (Previously Presented) The nicthod of claim 61, wherein the elongate member 
comt^isos a tubular member, wherein the distal portion ofthe selectively expandable locator 
mowi>i:r is vclractcd into the Iwmcn after the deflectable element is colhipsed. 
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63. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for posilioniiig a closure device within a 
passiigc through lissiio conuuunicaling with a body limicn, comprising; 

an elongate member comprising a proximal end. a distal end. and a lumen extending 
between the proxunal md disliil ends defining a longitudinal axis; 

a clip dcliveaxiblc from the clongale member for sealing the passage; and 
a locator member cxionding through the lumen, tlic locator member comprising a distal 
poiiion extending distiilly beyond tho disuil end of the elongate member, the distal portion 
compiising an cloiigaie deneclablc element comprising a proximal end and a distal end, and a 
control clement couplal to llie deJlectablc element, the control clement being nioveablc axially 
for causing an iiilenncdiatc poilion of the deflectable clement to buckle substantially transversely 
with respect lo (he longitudinal axis whci-cin tho denectablc clement comprises a helically wound 
wire extending between the proximal and distal ends of tho deflectable elejncnt, and wherein the 
coiUrol member comprises a tclher extcndiug along an outer surface of at least the inlcmicdialc 
poiiion of the helically wotmd wire. 

64. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the intermediate 
portion of the dcneciablc clement has a cross-scction in its buckled configuration that is larger 
than a cross-section of the distal port. 

65- (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 63, further comprising an actuator 
on a proximal end of the elongate nicmber, the actuator coupled to the locator member, the 
actuator configiuod for moviiig the control element proximally for buckling the intermediate 
. portion of the dcJlectnblc ctcmcni. 
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66. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the elongate member 
find the locator member comprise cooperating detents for substantially securing the locator 
member axially with respect to the elongate member when the locator mcntber is fully inserted 
into Ihc clongfito member. 

67. (Previously Presented) 't he apparatus of claim 63, further comprisins a housing 
slidiibly disiwscd on an exterior oflhc elongate member, the housing configured for releasably 
holding tho clip, the housijig being actnabic for advancing the clip distally towards the distal end 
of iljo elongnto nieuiber for deploying the clip. 
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68, (Previously Presented) A method for sealing a passage coiDmunicating with a 
body lumen using an elongate member comprising proximal and distal ends, and a closure 
dcrncnl dcployyble froni Iho dislal end of Uie clongnte member, the method comprising: 

coupling a iocalor monibcr to the elongate member such thai a distal portion of the 
loCi'itor member extend disially beyond the distal end of the elongate mcmbei-; 

advancing the distal end of the elongate member through a patient's skin towards the 
body lumen via die piis.sajjc unlil the distal portion of the locator member is located within the 
body lumen; 

buckling a defleclable element comprising a helically wound wire on the distal portion of 
Ihc locator member from an axial collapsed configuraiion to a iransvcrsc expanded 
configuralion; 

nianipiilaling tUo elongate member until the deflectable element in the expanded 
conllgunition contacts a proximal wall of the body lumen, thereby providing a tactile indication 
of a location of the distal end of the elongate member relative to the body lumen; and 

deploying the closure device from the distal end of the elongate member within the 

passage, 

69. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 68. further comprising withdrawing 
the elongate member and the locator member from the passage, leaving the closure element to 

subsianlially close the opening. 
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70. (Previously Presented) The meUiod of claim 68, wherein Ihe elongate member 
comprises an iiUroduccr shcaUi, and wherein ihe inctliod further comprises jntroducing one or 
more insinnncni<5 iJiroiiish die lumen of the sheath into the body lumen, 

71. ( Previously Presented) The melhod of claim 70, ftirilicr comprising pcrrom[)ing a 
diMynoslic or thcrnpciUic procedure using the one or more instruments at a location acccv^sed via 
the body lumen. 



72. (Previously Vicscntcd) The method of claim 68, wherein the body lumen 
comprises n blood vessel, and wherein the procedure comprises at least one of angioplasty, 
Cillu»rcctomy, stent delivery, delivery of a therapeutic agent, and tissue ablation. 

73. (PfoviOiLSly Presented) The method of claim 68. wherein the dcflcctuble elcn^ent 
cornpi ises a hclicully wound v/irc. and wherein ihe buckling step comprises directing a control 
member coupled to a distal end of the helically wound wire proximally. 

74. (Previously Presented) The mclhod of claim 68, wherein the deploying step 
comprises Jidvancing a iioiising ilisUjlly along an exterior of the elongate member, the housing 
JiavinB the closure device detnchably held thereto. 

75. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 74. wherein the housing is movable 
between a proxiiJiaJ poi?ition and a distal position, the distal position being a predctenuined 

I' 

distance from llie deflecmble clement in its expanded configuration. 
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76. (Pjoviously Presented) T1)C method of claim 68, wherein ihe deploying silop 
coniprisc'S advancing a housing disLally alojjg an exterior of the elongate member^ Ihe housing 
liaviny llio closure device dctachably held thereto* 
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77, (Pruvionsly Prcscnled) A mclhod of scaling a passage conununicating wilh a 
l)04ly lumen, the tncUuxl comprising: 

introdiTcine a locator member into the passage until a distal portion of tho locator iTicml)er 
cxlcnds into IJic body lumcu; 

buckling i\ dcHcctable element on the distal portion of the locator member from a 
collapscfJ confiiiiuation to a tnmsvcrsely expanded configuration within the body Imnen; 

manipulating the locator member until iha deflectable element in the expandcil condition 
ronfacts a pioximiil wall oflhc body lumeji; and 

advancing a clip alona •h<^ locator member until the clip is disposed at a predetermined 
location relative to Uie distal portion of the Jocator member; 

rcinniiug Ihc distal portion of tho loocitor member from the expanded condition to tho 

coIlai>$cd configuration; and 

wilh<lrawing tho locator member from the passage, leaving the closure device m the 
passage, wherein Ihe step of advancing a clip comprises advancing an elongate member having 
Ihc clip thereon into Ihc passage over the locator member, and wherein the method further 
comprises deploying tlic clip from the elongate member at the prcdctennincd locahon, and 
Wherein tho localor member and the elongate member comprise cooperating elements for 
idenli lying when the clip reaches the predetermined location. 

76, (Previously Prci>c2nlcd) The method of claim 77, wherein tho coopci-aling 
clompnis comprise a marker on iho locator member having a predetermined relationship with the 
. di>;Uil poi'iion of the locator member. 

■ 
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79. (Conceited) 



m 




IS) „ 



< 
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